EARLY YEARS

VALUE

FORGIVENESS
JACK IN THE BOX

Sometimes we need to say sorry
The boy who came home (Luke 15.11-31)
IN THE BOX
cloth, Jack (puppet), Children’s Bible
STORY PROPS: 2 figures, a few coins, a purse, party
items such as balloon, popper and party bag

Red text - Prompts for Leader

Purple text - Songs

PL
E

Black text - Leader’s Script

Sit with the children in a circle. Place the box beside you.

Welcome - Hello Time

Hello everyone, welcome to our special worship time.

H e l lo

SA
M

Open the box, take out the cloth, shake it out dramatically and spread it carefully
at the centre of the circle, while singing:
(Tune: Here we go round the mulberry bush)
Here is the cloth for worship time,
Let’s all be still for worship time,
Here is the cloth for worship time,
hello
What will we learn today?

Lets find Jack and sing our Welcome Song.
Take Jack out of the box and sing the song.

Goodbye

(Tune: The wheels on the bus)
Welcome everyone and say hello,
Say hello, say hello.
Welcome everyone and say hello,
I’m glad you came.

What are we going to learn today Jack? (Jack whispers to you.)
We’re going to learn that sometimes we need to say sorry. Jack has brought his favourite book,
the Bible.
Jack helps to take the Bible out of the box. Show the Bible to the children and place it on the cloth.
Meanwhile everyone sings.
(Tune: Frère Jacques)
Here’s the Bible, here’s the Bible.		
A special book, a special book.
What’s inside it? What’s inside it?
Let’s take a look, let’s take a look.
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Learn - Story Time
Tell the story using the story props.

SA
M

PL
E

This is a story that Jesus told, about a boy who needed to say sorry. We’re going to call him Tom.
There was once a boy called Tom, who wasn’t very good at listening to his Dad and he wasn’t very
good at doing what his Dad told him. But even so his Dad loved him very, very much. One day
Tom decided he wanted to leave home and have a good time with his friends. He needed some
money so he went to his Dad and shouted, “I want some money. Give me some money.” That was
rude, wasn’t it?
His Dad was sad that Tom wanted to leave home and tried to persuade him to stay. But Tom got
very cross and shouted again, “I want some money. Give me some money”. Oh dear. That was
naughty! In the end his Dad gave him some money (take out coins) and let him go, even though
he felt very upset.
Tom went away with his friends. He went to lots of parties (take out party bag/balloon/party
popper). He bought lots of new things. He had lots of meals out with his friends. He spent lots of
money.
Eventually the day came when he looked in his purse and there was no money left. (Shake empty
purse.) Oh dear! No more shopping. No more parties. No more meals out. And soon Tom found he
had no friends left either. He felt sad and wanted to go home.
Then he remembered how cross and rude he had been. “How can I go home to my Dad when I’ve
been so naughty and made him so upset?” he thought. “I didn’t listen to him and I was very rude.
Perhaps he won’t want me back. But I really want to say sorry and ask him to forgive me.”
So Tom set out on his journey home feeling rather worried. As he neared his house he began to
slow down. What would his Dad say? What could he do to put things right? As he was thinking
about all this, he glanced up and what do you think he saw? There was his Dad running towards
him! Was he cross? Was he shouting? No, instead he had a big smile on his face!
“Welcome home, son!” called his father as he ran towards Tom, arms stretched wide.
“I’m so sorry” called Tom as he began to run too, “I was very rude and I didn’t listen to you.
Please forgive me.”
Before he could say any more his father gave him the biggest hug in the world. “I’m so happy
you’ve come home” he said. “Let’s have a big party to celebrate!”
This story has a very happy ending. Jesus wanted us to know that when we do
wrong things, we can say sorry to God and we can say sorry to other people.
H e l lo
Sometimes we need to say sorry to God.
B i b le
Sometimes we need to say sorry to each other.

Reflect - Thinking Time
Can anyone remember
what Jack likes to do when he’s looked at the Bible? He likes to have some
hello
thinking time. (Put finger on chin.) Let’s sing the song.
(Tune: Here we go round the mulberry bush) o b
G od ye
Now we’re ready for thinking time, (point to head)
Thinking time, thinking time. (point to head)			
Now we’re ready for thinking time, (point to head)		
What can I learn today? (put finger on chin)
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We’ve been learning that sometimes we need to say sorry.
Pretend that Jack is whispering in your ear.
Jack is thinking about the story. The boy was very rude but then he really was sorry.
And Jack is thinking about yesterday when he was rude to his Mum and said he didn’t like his
dinner and wouldn’t even try it. He wants to think about what he needs to say to her later,
and what he could do to show that he’s really sorry.
What about you? Can you think of a time when you needed to say sorry?
Let’s have a quiet moment to think.
H e l lo
Pause, and then hear the children’s ideas.

H e l lo

B i b le

B i b le

Respond - Prayer Time
Now we’re going to get ready to talk to God. Let’s sing.
hello

PL
E

hello

(Tune: Twinkle, twinkle little star.)
Goodbye(point up)
We know God is always there,
Now it’s time to say a prayer. (hands together)
Goodbye
Stretch hands wide then give a clap, (as sung)
Fold them safely in your lap. (as sung)
We know God is always there, (point up)
Now it’s time to say a prayer. (hands together and close eyes)

SA
M

Please God, help us to know when we’ve done or said something wrong and needeto say sorry.
H l lo
Amen.

Goodbye Time

We’ve had fun with Jack but he’s sleepy now and he needs to go back in his box.
We’ll see him again soon.
Put away the Bible and story props while recapping on the story and what has been learnt.
hello

As you sing, Jack waves goodbye to the children.

(Tune: first two lines of Baa Baa Black Sheep repeated)
Goodbye everyone, wave goodbye to Jack,
We’ve had fun and he’ll be back. (repeat twice)

Goodbye

Jack goes back in the box.

Follow up small group activities (optional)
• Make a card saying sorry to give to someone.
• Re-enact the story using small world props or dressing up.
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EARLY YEARS

VALUE

FORGIVENESS
JACK IN THE BOX

Sometimes we need to say sorry
Zacchaeus (Luke 19.1-9)
IN THE BOX
cloth, Jack (puppet), Children’s Bible
STORY PROPS: 2 figures, a toy tree or cardboard roll
tree, coins in a small box

Red text - Prompts for Leader

Purple text - Songs

PL
E

Black text - Leader’s Script

Sit with the children in a circle. Place the box beside you.

Welcome - Hello Time

Hello everyone, welcome to our special worship time.

H e l lo

SA
M

Open the box, take out the cloth, shake it out dramatically and spread it carefully
at the centre of the circle, while singing:
(Tune: Here we go round the mulberry bush)
Here is the cloth for worship time,
Let’s all be still for worship time,
Here is the cloth for worship time, e
h llo
What will we learn today?

Lets find Jack and sing our Welcome Song.
Take Jack out of the box and sing the song.

Goodbye

(Tune: The wheels on the bus)
Welcome everyone and say hello,
Say hello, say hello.
Welcome everyone and say hello,
I’m glad you came.

What are we going to learn today Jack? (Jack whispers to you.)
We’re going to learn that sometimes we need to say sorry. Jack has brought his favourite book,
the Bible.
Jack helps to take the Bible out of the box. Show the Bible to the children and place it on the cloth.
Meanwhile everyone sings.
(Tune: Frère Jacques)
Here’s the Bible, here’s the Bible.		
A special book, a special book.
What’s inside it? What’s inside it?
Let’s take a look, let’s take a look.
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Learn - Story Time
Tell the story using the story props.

PL
E

Our story today is about a man called Zacchaeus. (Take out figure.) Zacchaeus was a greedy man.
He cheated people into giving him money, which he hoarded away. He kept his money locked
up in a big chest. (Take out box and shake coins in it.) He counted it every day. He kept it all for
himself and never spent any on presents for anyone else. Zacchaeus was so greedy that nobody
wanted to be his friend and certainly nobody ever wanted to go to his house for tea!
One day Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was coming to town. He had heard so much about Jesus and
now he might have the chance to see him. As he left his house and went out into the street he
noticed that there were already lots of people gathering. “They must all want to see Jesus too,”
he thought. But there was a problem. Zacchaeus wasn’t very tall.
As he got closer he could hear Jesus talking to the people, but of course Zacchaeus couldn’t
see Jesus because he couldn’t see over the heads of all the people in front of him. He looked
around. Not far away he noticed a big sycamore tree. (Take out the tree.) Can you guess what he
did? Zacchaeus climbed up the tree until he found a branch to sit on where...yes...he could just
see Jesus. He sat and listened for a while as Jesus talked to the people. “How amazing Jesus is,”
thought Zacchaeus, “and how wonderful it would be to actually meet him!”

SA
M

Just at that moment, Jesus stopped talking and looked up into the tree, “Zacchaeus, please can I
to come to tea at your house today?” he asked.
Wow! Zacchaeus was so amazed and surprised that he very nearly fell off his branch! Nobody ever
wanted to come to tea with him!
Zacchaeus scrambled down from the tree as fast as he could and led Jesus through the crowds
until they reached his house. He could hardly believe what was happening and neither could
the crowds of people who looked on in amazement. Why on earth would Jesus want to go to
Zacchaeus’ house, they wondered? When Zacchaeus arrived home, he laid on a great big tea
party. There were drinks, and food, and music and there was plenty of time to chat. It was a very
special day for Zacchaeus because he knew that Jesus wanted to be his friend.
Being with Jesus made Zacchaeus realise how greedy and unkind he had been. He knew what
he needed to do. He took his chest of money out to the people he had cheated. “I’m sorry I’ve
cheated you,” he said, “Here is your money back and a present as well to show you how very
sorry I am.”
Everyone was amazed to see Zacchaeus giving away his money. Now they knew
that he must really be sorry for cheating and being so greedy.
H e l lo
Sometimes we need to say sorry.
B i b le
Sometimes we need to show we are sorry by trying to put things right.

Reflect - Thinking Time
Can anyone remember
what Jack likes to do when he’s looked at the Bible? He likes to have some
hello
thinking time. (Put finger on chin.) Let’s sing the song.
(Tune: Here we go round the mulberry bush)
Goodbye
Now we’re ready for thinking time, (point to head)
Thinking time, thinking time. (point to head)			
Now we’re ready for thinking time, (point to head)		
What can I learn today? (put finger on chin)
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We’ve been learning that sometimes we need to say sorry.
Pretend that Jack is whispering in your ear.
Jack is thinking about the story and how Zacchaeus showed he was really sorry by trying to put
things right.
And he’s thinking that this morning he was greedy when he kept all the crayons to himself so his
friend couldn’t finish her picture. He’d like to say sorry to her. What about you? Are there
times when you have been greedy and really needed to say sorry to someone?
Let’s have a quiet moment to think.

H e l lo

Pause, and then hear the children’s ideas.

H e l lo

B i b le

B i b le

Respond - Prayer Time
Now we’re going to get ready to talk to God. Let’s sing.
hello

PL
E

hello

(Tune: Twinkle, twinkle little star.)
We know God is always there,
Goodbye(point up)
Now it’s time to say a prayer. (hands together)
Goodbye
Stretch hands wide then give a clap, (as sung)
Fold them safely in your lap. (as sung)
We know God is always there, (point up)
Now it’s time to say a prayer. (hands together and close eyes)

H e l lo

SA
M

Please God, help us not just to say we’re sorry, but to show it as well. Amen

Goodbye Time

We’ve had fun with Jack but he’s sleepy now and he needs to go back in his box.
We’ll see him again soon.
ello
Put away the Bible and story props whilehrecapping
on the story and what has been learnt.

As you sing, Jack waves goodbye to the children.

(Tune: first two lines of Baa Baa Black Sheep repeated)
Goodbye everyone, wave goodbye to Jack,
We’ve had fun and he’ll be back. (repeat twice)

Jack goes back in the box.

Follow up small group activities (optional)
• Act out the story in a group, or using play people.
• Make a paper tree to put Zacchaeus in.
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Goodbye

